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SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION REPORT

USAWOA Scholarship Foundation Annual Report 2017
By CW5 (Ret) Gary Nisker, President and CEO

The United States Army Warrant Of-
ficers Association Scholarship Founda-
tion (USAWOASF) was incorporated 
and federally recognized as a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization in 2003, and is a 
separate entity from USAWOA.

We started this year with a very dedi-
cated campaign of raising money to 
benefit our members and their depen-
dents, as well as increasing the number 
of Grantham University applications.  
Thanks to many of you!

The USAWOASF Board meets twice 
a year in person, and throughout the 
year by email.  We last met in the early 
part of June.  The end result is really ex-
citing news.

The board decided to continue 
awarding a minimum standard award 
to each scholarship recipient of $1,500 
each. We raised it from $1,000 a couple 
of years ago in an attempt to match the 
rising costs of a higher quality college 
education.

The board opted to increase the 
number of awards for school year 2017-
18 to 17 awardees.  Last year’s awards 
were only offered to 15 individuals.  Due 
to the generous giving of our Members, 
Chapters, Regions, and corporate spon-
sors; and to the wise investment strate-
gy we employed with foundation funds, 
we felt comfortable increasing the num-
ber of scholarships offered.  Of particular 
note, we received great investment ad-
vice from USAWOA corporate partner 
Peter Radvanyi, of Radvanyi 
Wealth Management.

This year’s awards includ-
ed CW4 John Allnatt Memo-
rial Scholarship (of which we 
awarded 2 scholarships), the 
Grantham University four-year 
full-ride scholarship, the Pen-
tagon Federal Credit Union 
(PFCU) Scholarship, the RAO 
Freedom Scholarship, and 
the Jack B. Sack Foundation 
Scholarship.  The rest received 
the regular USAWOASF 
scholarships.

Thanks to a last-minute 
award from USAWOA corpo-
rate partner the Federal Long 
Term Care Insurance Program, 
we were able to award an ad-
ditional $500 book scholarship 
to each of the Allnatt scholar-
ship awardees, making their 
scholarship worth $2,000.

The foundation held its annual or-
der of merit selections and was able to 
award 17 scholarships that the Execu-
tive Committee agreed upon as afford-
able to fully qualified candidates.  Note 
that many more could have been award-
ed if we had additional funds.

This year’s selection committee met 
on 15 June at our USAWOA Headquar-
ters building.  Committee members 
were CW5 Joe Consiglio, CW5 Patrick 
A. Francis, and CW4 Ret Densmore 
Bartley.  The Foundation members 
would like to recognize them with a great 
big thank you from all of us.  They kept 
themselves straight and focused on this 
difficult task of establishing a qualitative 
Order of Merit list. Each year the appli-
cants increase in both quality and num-
bers, making this more and more of a 
difficult task.

On behalf of the foundation and its 
board of directors, I offer my warmest 
thanks to the Members, Chapters, Re-
gions, and corporate sponsors of the 
foundation, for their generous, tax-de-
ductible donations to our military families 
and members.  For without those funds, 
we would not have been able to offer 
these scholarships to so many grateful 
recipients.  Thank you very much, and 
please continue to donate – now more 
than ever, we need your support!

A detailed report of who won this 
year’s scholarships, their full-color pic-
tures, the colleges and universities that 

they are attending, and their planned 
majors is available on our website, which 
can be accessed by a link on the USA-
WOA website.  This information was 
also published in the July edition of the 
Newsliner magazine, on pages 20-22.

Future donations can be made di-
rectly, via a link on the foundation’s 
Scholarship Honor Roll page, also ac-
cessible via the USAWOA website.

Finally, I would very much like to 
thank the Foundation’s Executive Com-
mittee for their dedication, hard work, 
and proven efforts.  They are:

• CW5 Retired Eddie Mallard,
   Director and Treasurer
• CW5 Retired Richard M. Scalzo Sr., 
   Director
• CW3 Alicia Fuller, PhD, Director
• CW4 Retired Donald E. Hess, Director 
   (recently deceased, the board will 
   sadly be looking for Don’s 
   replacement on the board, where he 
   served loyally since the foundation   
   was established)

In closing, I look forward to again 
giving the next USAWOASF annual 
report personally, at next year’s 46th 
AMM, where we will be celebrating the 
100th birthday of the Warrant Officer 
cohort.  It is our sincere hope that the 
number of scholarships will again rise 
in number and substance.  Thank you 
very much. A


