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This article is designed to increase 
the total force awareness by highlight-
ing the contributions that different cul-
tures and ethnicities have made in our 
great nation’s rich history and its de-
fense.

The American Indian cultures are 
known for their rich oral tradition, 
used to share their his-
tory, customs, rituals, 
and legends through 
vivid narratives.  Each 
time a story was told, it 
breathed life into their 
culture, cultivated their 
verbal language, gave 
meaning to the tribe’s 
history, and also taught 
life lessons about leader-
ship and honor. 

National American 
Indian Heritage Month 
is celebrated to recog-
nize native cultures and 
educate the public about 
the heritage, history, art, 
and traditions of Ameri-
can Indians and Alaska 
Natives. The nation’s 
population of American 
Indians and Alaska Na-
tives, including those of 
more than one race, was 
5.4 million, making up 
about two percent of the 
total population in 2016. 
By the year 2060, the 
population of American 
Indians and Alaska Na-
tives is expected to be 
11.2 million.

Currently, there are 
566 federally recognized 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribes and more than 100 state-recog-
nized tribes across the United States. 
Native Alaskan tribes belong to five 
geographic areas, are organized under 
13 Alaska Native Regional Corpora-
tions, speak 11 different languages 
and 22 different dialects. They also 
have 11 distinct cultures.

Federally recognized tribes retain 
certain inherent rights of self-gov-
ernment (i.e., tribal sovereignty) and 

are entitled to receive certain federal 
benefits, services, and protections 
because of their relationship with the 
United States. Sovereignty is the right 
of a nation or group of people to be 
self-governing and is the most funda-
mental concept that defines the rela-
tionship between the government of 

the United States and governments of 
American Indian tribes.

Did you know American Indians 
have the highest population per capita 
of any ethnic group serving in the mili-
tary? American Indians have partici-
pated with distinction in U.S. military 
actions for more than 200 years.  Their 
courage, determination, and fighting 
spirit were recognized by American 
military leaders as early as the 18th 
century. American Indians have val-

iantly served in the United States Army 
in every war in American’s history, as 
well as in peacetime.  And 25 Natives 
have received the nation’s highest 
award for valor – the Medal of Honor. 

Throughout the Army’s 241-year 
history, American Indians have served 
valiantly and with distinction in times 

of peace and war, while 
also fighting for the right to 
be an equal part of our na-
tion.  American Indians have 
served greatly for the Army 
and the nation, but the rela-
tionship with America hasn’t 
always been amicable.  
American Indians have a 
distinguished legacy in our 
Army – many thousands 
have served in the armed 
forces from the early days 
of the Revolutionary War, 
in support of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, as scouts 
with the U.S. Cavalry, and as 
code talkers in World War II.  
The legacy continues today 
with the brave Soldiers who 
have served and continue to 
serve in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and around the world. We 
are proud of their service and 
honored by their sacrifices.

A 2014 demographics 
report, which was prepared 
for the U.S. Department of 
Defense (DoD), presents a 
synthesis of demographic 
information for fiscal year 
2014. This report shows 
the Army demographics of 
6,425 America Indians who 
served in the Army in 2014. 

Of these, 3,208 were active-duty en-
listed, 82 were Warrant Officers and 
504 were traditional officers.  The Army 
Reserve and Army National had 2,393 
enlisted, 27 Warrant Officers and 211 
traditional officers.

The DoD will be holding installation-
wide events honoring American Indi-
ans with special events such as tribal 
dances, art exhibits, food, and histori-
cal displays throughout the month of 
November.   A
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